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By Joseph Morgenstem
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Tmih Es Stm nger.

‘me@r to H@m

A preview of “The Gountm feit Tmztor " open- ;
‘. ’ ing at the DeMille on April 17, was held re-,
SR tcently for the film’s most knowledgeable and @ - .«

o ] ‘, s severe critic, Erie Erickson, the ‘subject of the :
rPm lberg-Seaton spy thriller. The Brooklyn-born -
~ Swedish business man who: became. a spy
weighs his film image and ﬁnds zt not. wanting.
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" Among the unforeseeable pitfalls

~that a man must face when he signs

“on as a spy is the possibility that no
~one will make a movie of his exploits. .
His mission may go haywire, as in the .
‘case of Messrs, Powers and Abel who -
- are alive “bit not’ cmem'xl.xc, or he .

may succeed in- becoming an unsung

hero, which is less remuneratwe than

being & suUng.die
one of the more

’ 'wwgseﬁi -
. gudacions double-dealers employed by

the United States in World  War 11, -
ghad the manifold good . fortune of .
semerging from his adventures allve,
. Intact, successful and celebrated, One ™
. day last week, Mr. Erickson sat him--

self down in a screening room in the

“Paramount Building to see, for the.

first time, the Technicolored fruits of

his efforts, a film called “The Coun-

“terfeit Traitor” in which he is in-
.carnated by William Holden.

Director’s Query.
As soon as the lights went up after

) t'he

tector and au’c

the preview, Gﬁngg Seaton, the di- .

Momentarily subdued and obvlously

‘moved, Mr. Erickson said:

‘the story.

“It’s a remarkable picture, George.”
Certain events had been embellished, -
zeamanged or..boxrowed, from other 1

espionage .casesy <Mr, Erickson sald .

later, but he thought the movle was
entirely authentic in spirit arnd “85
per eent correct” in the specifics of'!

The Right Circles

Based on Alexander Klein's book
“THe Counterfeit Traitor” recounts”
Mr. Erickson’s experiences as a Swed-
ish oil executive  who . adopied a.

pro-Nazi attitude in publie, ingrati- ..

ated himself with German officlals in;
Stockholm, made frequent. visits to oil
refineries in the German- heartland,
and supplied the Allies with detailed’
information en how to bomb them:

.out of existence. For. his labors, he.:

. suffered the opprobrium of the Swed~

‘Ish press and-of most of his friends

for the duration of, the war, until the |

real nature of his activxtxes Qould be

revealed l
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